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Andreja Kulunci¢ You Betrayed the Party Just When You Should Have Helped It in collaboration with anthropologist Renata Jambresi¢ Kirin and

psychotherapist Dubravka Stija¢ié.

This edition of 850 posters was produced as part of the exhibition 2025 Green Island Biennial, held at the Green Island White Terror Memorial Park (17 May - 21 September

2025).
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The existence of a political prison camp for women (Labour Site
5) in the framework of the Goli Otok camp for political prisoners,
in which, in the period from 1950 to 1956, more than 850 women
were held captive, charged with being complicit with the
Cominform, is a fact about which the general public knows next
to nothing. The violent, destructive and misogynist policy of the
camp systematically assaulted the reproductive health of the
convicts, excluded their sexual specificity, turned them against
each other and undermined their solidarity. The result for these
women was silence about the experience of Goli Otok and
long-term trauma. The objective of the art project You Betrayed
the Party Just When You Should Have Helped It is to open up
discussion around the female memory linked to a traumatic past
and direct the public’s attention to the particular feature of
women in totalitarian politics.

The small sculptures, shown in the photograph, created by the
artist at the site of the women’s prison camp on Goli Otok
symbolically embody the memory of the violence that took place
there. The specific and highly restricted living conditions on the
island altered the women’s bodies, their health, and their psyche,
while at the same time, they intervened in the island’s very
structure — subtracting from it, reshaping it, changing its
configuration. The sculptures are placed precisely in locations
where traces of their forced labor are still visibly present. The
artist’s intervention speaks to the senselessness of much of the

forced labor during imprisonment, the fragility of the body, and

Special thanks to Anca Verona Mihulet for her contribution to this iteration of the project.

the difficulty of surviving in the camp. At the same time, by
making the clay sculptures “emerge” or “grow” from the stone,
the artist highlights how working with stone shaped the
prisoners and left indelible marks on their bodies. The
sculptures, made from clay, dry out, disintegrate, and disappear.
This artistic gesture establishes a new way of confronting a space
of dehumanization, while also offering a framework for reflecting
on the very definition of humanity.

By taking a poster, the visitors participate in the transmission of
memory and the creation of a common anti-monument, a specific
form of the transmission of those historical memories that the
dominant history suppresses. The number 850 symbolises the
number of women who passed through the Goli Otok political

prison camp.

Artistic intervention: Andreja Kulunci¢
Photograph: Ivo Martinovi¢
Goli Otok (Labour Site 5), June 2021

http://www.zene-arhipelag-goli.info/



